
general practitioner, therefore, should have definite
knowledge of at least the ordinary and more frequent
types of mental diseases, and especially of their early
symptoms and of the possibility of serious development
as regards violence or other infractions of law and
order.

The time has come for the general practitioner to
have a better understanding of mental diseases than has
been thought necessary in the past.

One of the most important things regarding mental
affections is that patients suffering from them should
be brought as soon as possible under the influence of
suitable surroundings. At present, owing to the lack
of definite knowledge by many general practitioners,
this most important element in the therapeutics of these
diseases is likely to be neglected. Friends, because of

'

their wish to avoid, if possible, the stigma of asylum
confinement, are deterred from being urgent in the mat¬
ter of care for such patients unless something serious
seems actually impending. There is besides, unfortu¬
nately, under present circumstances the law's delay
by which during the process of preparation for proper
disposition, patients are often kept for some days under
extremely unsuitable conditions.
If there were wards in general hospitals in which

patients suffering from mental diseases could be cared
for for a few days most of these difficulties would dis¬
appear. Friends would be willing to have patients taken
to hospitals early, with the idea that careful observation
should be made in order to determine the precise con¬
dition and to apply as far as possible suitable treatment.
At present, the attitude of suspicious fear with which
patients in beginning mental diseases are regarded by
those at home is quite sufficient of itself to cause fur¬
ther deterioration of the mental condition. Many cases
of mental diseases are sure to improve. The prognosis
as to the improvement, however, depends to a large ex¬

tent on how far the physical condition of the patient
has suffered, and then the degree to which mental symp¬
toms have been allowed to proceed before proper ar¬

rangements for treatment have been made. If early in
the cases of beginning mania and melancholia patients
could be placed under the firm, careful management of
nurses trained properly to care for them, there would
often not be the serious outbreaks of mental disturb¬
ance that eventually develops under present conditions.
It has been pointed out that it would be considered

unpardonable in the present state of our knowledge if
typhoid-fever patients had to be kept for several days
under observation in unsuitable conditions. The same

is true of mental diseases. Undoubtedly, many a pa¬
tient is rendered much worse than would otherwise be
the case by the neglect of his physical health consequent
on lack of care, but still more on lack of knowledge of
the necessities of his condition on the part of those who
wish him well enough, but are too timorous and anxious
properly to provide for him. Most of these unfortunate
circumstances could be remedied at once by the estab-

lishment of psychopathic departments in connection
with general hospitals. Many objections, of course, can
be urged against this, but they do not seem of sufficient
weight to overbalance all the advantages for the patients
and the community that would accrue from it. This
seems to be a definite advance demanded by the increase
of mental diseases.

GERMS FROM MUMMIES.
In a rather curious monograph a French authority

credits the spread of consumption in Europe to the
archeologic investigations of the time of the first Napo-
leon in Egypt, when the mummies of the Pharaonic
period, laden, as he says, with the germs of tuberculosis,
were first sent out wholesale to the museums of Europe.
He claims, it is said, that experiments made in Paris
have demonstrated that these 3,000-year-old bacilli, in
spite of the antiseptic methods employed by the Egyptian
embalmers, are far more deadly than the active living
ones of to-day, and that the opening of a mummy case
is a perilous undertaking for those who have it in hand.
This is news that we can not accept too implicitly. It
seems much like the popular notion that the seeds of
ancient Egyptian cereals found with the mummies are

always ready to germinate under proper conditions, a
notion which, we believe, botanists do not accept. Even
if tuberculosis germs could exist and could still retain
their vitality after 3,000 years, it would hardly be neces¬

sary to invoke their agency for the causation or even the
exacerbation of tuberculosis in Europe 100 years ago.
We suspect that if any reliable sanitary statistics could
be obtained it would be found that there was no need of
imported mummy tuberculosis at that time ; affairs were
bad enough as they were. It is just one of those sensa¬

tional speculations which, while interesting and possibly
even a little suggestive, are not helpful.

THE PURE-FOOD BILL.

At the present writing it looks very much as if the
opponents of the Pure-Food Bill would win out again.
For some weeks this measure has been the special order
in the House of Representatives; but there it is blocked.
Whether it will come up during this session, unless some

special effort is made by its advocates outside of Con-
gress, is now a little doubtful. There is no organization
to represent the people, except the American Medical
Association, to bring pressure on those who have the
matter in charge; but there are any number of organiza-
tions to represent those who are opposing the bill. Aside
from the whiskey trust, the "patent-medicine" associa-
tion, the various manufacturers who are putting out
misbranded or fraudulent foods, there are many others
whose financial interests are at stake, and all these,
collectively and individually, are continuously active in
various ways. Gentlemen have been sent to Washington
from all parts of the country to see their congressmen
about the matter, and a little personal talk from an in¬
fluential constituent often has considerable weight. If
we are rightly informed, considerable of this influence
has been forthcoming during the last few weeks. It is
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